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NIEMEYER, WASHINGTON NAMED CAPTAINS 

He was named a Big Ten All-
Tournament selection.  Wash-
ington is set to return to short-
stop this spring. He’s played 
in 85 career games with 68 
career nods and is an OSU 
Scholar-Athlete.  
    “This means a great deal to 
me, to know that my team-
mates saw me fit to lead this 

team again,” Washington said. “This is a tremendous 
honor and I’m going to do my best to help push this 
team to play championship baseball.” 
    Niemeyer, from Minster, Ohio, returns for his 
fourth year with the program and second season as a 
Buckeye weekend starting pitcher.. Niemeyer went 4-
2 with a 4.31 ERA with 70 strikeouts to 12 walks in 
71.0 innings pitched. A finance major, Niemeyer is a 
two-time Academic All-Big Ten and three-time OSU 
Scholar-Athlete.  
“I am honored to be named a captain,” Niemeyer said. 
“It makes it even more special that it was voted on by 
my teammates. We have numerous leaders on our 
team and I cannot wait to get the season started.” 

INDIANA TO HOST BIG TEN TOURNEY 

    The Big Ten Conference has announced that the 2017 Big Ten Baseball Tournament will be held at Bart Kaufman Field on the 
campus of Indiana University in Bloomington, Indiana. The eight-team tournament 
will take place May 24-28. 
    Last season, the Buckeyes won the Big Ten Tournament, winning a thrilling 8-7 
victory over Iowa in the title game at TD Ameritrade Park in Omaha, Neb.  
The Big Ten Baseball Tournament has been played annually since 1981, with a four-
team field through 1999 and a six-team event from 2000-2013 before moving to its 
current eight-team format in 2014. Six different schools have won the Big Ten Base-
ball Tournament, with Ohio State, Minnesota and Michigan leading all conference 
programs with nine titles each.   
     This marks the first time since 2010, that a Big Ten school will host the tourna-
ment and it will be the first-time Indiana has hosted the Big Ten Tournament. Ohio 
State’s Bill Davis Stadium hosted the tournament in 2010.  The tournament will return to TD Ameritrade Park in Omaha, Nebras-
ka, from 2018 to 2022. 

    Senior infielder Jalen 
Washington and redshirt jun-
ior pitcher Adam Niemeyer 
have been named captains of 
the 2017 Ohio State baseball 
team.   The duo, selected as 
captains by their teammates, 
has combined to appear in 
114 career games.  
    “Jalen and Adam were vot-
ed captains by their teammates and we on the coach-
ing staff couldn’t agree more,” head coach Greg 
Beals said.  “We have great leadership throughout 
our clubhouse but these two have more than proven 
themselves as leaders on the field, in the locker 
room, classroom and on our campus.  I have abso-
lute confidence in Jalen and Adam to captain the 
2017 Buckeyes.” 
    A native of Twinsburg, Ohio, Washington is a 
two-time captain for the Scarlet and Gray.  Wash-
ington, who became the Buckeyes’ starting catcher 
as junior, appeared in 63 games with 59 starts be-
hind the dish. He led the Big Ten in runners caught 
stealing with 17 total, while also stealing 14 bags. 
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FORMER BUCKEYES                    
SIGN CONTRACTS 

   When the Minnesota Twins open spring training later this 
month, the cries of OH-IO will be heard.  Three former 
Buckeyes teammates will be among 16 players invited to 
spring training by the Minnesota Twins. 
   JB Shuck, Alex Wimmers and Drew Rucinski all logged 
time last year in the majors and will make their bid to make 
the Twins roster in 2017.  The three played together at Ohio 
State in 2008.  Shuck played for Ohio State in 2006, 2007 
and 2008. Wimmers and Rucinski played for the Buckeyes 
in 2008, 2009 and 2010. Rucinski also played in 2011. 
   Shuck spent last season in the White Sox organization.  
He has also spent time with the Astros, Angels and Indians. 
   Wimmers was drafted by Twins in first round of the 2010 
major league draft.  It will be the first time he will be in big 
league camp with the Twins. 
   Rucinski spent last season in the Cubs organization.  He 
has played in the majors with the Los Angles Angels. 
   Another former Buckeye Corey Luebke is hoping to 
make it back to the majors.  Luebke who has had two Tom-
my John surgeries has signed a contract with the Chicago 
White Sox and is invited to major league camp. 

BUCKEYES OPEN PRACTICE 

   The Ohio State Buckeyes officially kicked off the 
2017 season with the first practice of the year on Janu-
ary 27th.  
   Buckeye head 
coach Greg 
Beals says he 
was biting his 
lip all day wait-
ing for practice 
to start.  “I’m 
ready to go, it’s 
an exciting day for us.”  Beals says 2017 is a new 
hunt, “We had a fun year last year, we learned a lot, 
but it’s over.  This is a new group and we are really 
excited to get to work with them.” 
   Co-Captain Adam Niemeyer says everyone is ready 
to get going for real.  “All the guys are excited, we 
have some live pitching going on in the cages so it’s 
going to be fun to see the live bullets flying and see 
how everyone does.” 
   Co-Captain Jalen Washington said the first practice 
was exciting.  “Guys were flying around and we final-
ly got to swing the bats a little against live pitching.  
In a couple of weeks we will be down in Florida so 
everyone is excited.” 
The Buckeyes open the season February 17th against 
Kansas State in Osceola, Florida. 

 

COACHES CORNER 
 

   February is here – which means it’s baseball sea-
son!!  As pre-season practices get under way, one of 
our favorite days of the year comes as well, “Meet 
the Team” Night.  What a great night it is to get our 
team, their families, our alumni and support staff all 
together to celebrate Ohio State baseball.  We are 
all very fortunate to have the opportunity and honor 
to represent this great University, and I believe it is 
important to take time to celebrate this and that is 
our goal at “Meet the Team” Night.  Our competi-
tive season is right around the corner – there are 
sure to be ups and downs – and thru it all we will 
strengthen our “unbreakable Buckeye bond.”  
   We are headed to Florida next weekend – Febru-
ary 11 and 12, for a weekend of practice in the sun.  
We plan to have full scrimmage games on both 
days.  We are again fortunate to be afforded this op-
portunity that few have.  It is great to get outside 
and to take the team on the road together for some 
quality team time. 
   I expect us to be picked to finish in the middle of 
the pack in the Big Ten this year.   As I have spoken 
to the team, the only expectations that matter are the 
expectations that we have for ourselves.  Our expec-
tations are to play for championships and represent 
The Ohio State University in the NCAA National 
Tournament.  Our daily mission is not to win, it is 
to execute the cultural blueprint and backbone – be 
process oriented not result oriented.  Our believe is 
to trust in our talent, stay focused on the controlla-
bles – if we can execute that we feel strongly that 
the wins and losses will take care of themselves.  
   The priority of our coaching staff is the develop-
ment of our players and team, followed closely by 
the search for future Buckeyes.  We continue to see 
dividends for our tireless effort on the recruiting 
trail.  Just last weekend we had 16 potential Buck-
eyes from the 2019 class in for a visit and to see 
practice.  We already have 6 committed from the 
2018 class and we hope to add a couple more pitch-
ers.  Our excitement for the future is only overshad-
owed by the opportunity that lies in front of this 
Buckeye Team. 
   I look forward to seeing you at the ball park!  Go 

Bucks! 

   Greg Beals 
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Blair Everhart’s scarlet and gray 

roots paved way to director of ops 

From the Ohio State Lantern 

   Before becoming the director of baseball operations at Ohio 
State, Blair Everhart served as a student manager of the base-
ball program.  Everhart had the opportunity to play at several 
Division II and Division III schools, but ultimately chose to 

stay home, close to his first 
two passions: OSU and 
baseball. 
   After graduating from 
Olentangy Liberty High 
School, Everhart started as 
a student manager in the 
fall of his first semester at 
OSU. Everhart’s first year 
was the second-to-last year 

Bob Todd served as OSU’s baseball coach, who retired in the 
spring of 2010, when Everhart was a sophomore. Greg Beals 
was hired to take over the helm, and Everhart stayed on as a 
student manager, finishing out his last two years of college with 
the team in the same role. 
   Though grateful for the opportunity, Everhart said that his 
role within Todd’s program was limited, with his duties includ-
ing setting up the field for practice, charting, putting video to-
gether for the players, and then maybe getting out a machine if 
the staff wanted something else done. 
   With Beals’ arrival at OSU in the fall of 2010, Everhart said 
his role expanded and learned more about the game than he had 
working for Todd. 
   “The level of new teaching that the new coaching staff did 
kind of shocked me at how little you get taught about the game 
at the high-school level,” Everhart said. “It made me appreciate 
the art of coaching that much more, and my love for the game 
continued to grow.” 
   Everhart’s increased managerial responsibilities included any-
thing from hitting fly balls with a fungo bat to outfielders, or 
even mixing in with players during individual drills if the player 
was working alone.   
  Everhart graduated with a B.A. in Political Science in the sum-
mer of 2012. Following his final season with the Buckeye base-
ball team, Everhart went back to Beals, expressing a desire to 
remain around the program in any possible capacity. 
   Then, during one of OSU’s baseball summer camps, Beals 
called Everhart into his office. Beals said the OSU Athletic De-
partment had agreed to create a new position -— director of 
operations -— in the front office of the baseball program. 
   The athletic department told Beals that Everhart would have 
to apply and go through an interview process, and that multiple 
applicants would be considered. Nonetheless, Everhart felt 
good about his chances. 
   As it played out, Everhart was ultimately hired to be the first 
director of operations in program history.  
   Everhart still helps with charting and with video responsibili-
ties, but now with four student managers to help handle the 
workload. In addition to being on the field with the team every 
day, he handles all of the team’s travel itinerary: buses, flights, 
meals, etc. He takes prospective recruits on tours of campus and 
to athletic events on official visits, and helps with the baseball 
program’s donors and alumni relations. 
   Beals corroborated these duties and described the impact 

Student Athletes to get More Time Off 
 

    The commissioners of the Power 5 conferences in 
NCAA Division I announced an agreement in concept 
on changes they will proposed that are intended to give 
students that play sports more time off. 
    The purpose of the change is to rebalance the student 
experience between athletics and campus life, provid-
ing students with more time to focus on other college 
interests, including academics, work experience, travel 
and additional rest. 
    The first area of change, Flex 21, will provide stu-
dents with at least an addition 21 days in which they 
are free of required athletic activities during the aca-
demic year. 
    These 21 days are in addition to the current rules re-
lated to time off. 
    Recognizing that every sport has different needs, the 
proposal includes flexibility so coaches, students and 
athletic directors can come up with a plan that best 
suits each sport.  -COLLEGIATE BASEBALL 

Everhart (Con’t) 
Everhart has on the program and its players. 
   “I think at first, as a student manager, Blair earned their respect. 
Now that he’s in a role and he’s part of our coaching staff now, 
that respect is kind of set forth initially.” Beals said, “But again, 
his interaction with the guys, his energy that he brings to practice, 
his passion for our program and our university is very, very appar-
ent and our guys in the program learn that very quickly from 
Blair.” 
For Everhart, the relationship with his job and his love of the sport 
are entwined like the 108 stitches that comprise the stitching of 
every baseball. 
   “It’s one of the reasons I love baseball so much.” Everhart said, 

“You get to come to the field every day, and you never know what 

you might have to deal or who you might have to deal with, but 
it’s a variety of things.” 

 

Buckeye head coach Greg Beals spoke at the Texas High School 
Baseball Coaches Association Convention last month. 



BUCKEYE BITS 

Baseball America tabbed Ronnie Dawson as the Best 
Pure Hitter and Best Power Hitter of the Houston As-
tros 2016 draft class.  The magazine says Dawson has 
plus raw power with plenty of strength.  BA projects 
Dawson as a potentially average to above average hit-
ter thanks to his bat speed, strength and speed. 

Congratulations to former Buckeye Brian King and his 
wife on the birth of their daughter. 

Bucks Sign Seven for 2018 
   The Ohio State baseball program has signed seven new recruits 
for the 2018 season.  Six signees are Ohioans, while one is from 
Indiana; the 2017 recruiting class brings in five pitchers, one 
catcher and one outfielder. 
   “We are extremely excited about this year’s recruiting class,” 
Beals said. “We believe that we have targeted the best players in 
Ohio and recruited them here to The Ohio State University. This 
a highly talented pitching group – five pitchers, three of which 
are left handed and two very athletic position players. This class 
will impact our program immediately and for years to come. 
Most importantly, these are high character young men who will 
represent Buckeye nation both on and off the field as well as 
having a strong presence in our clubhouse.” 
   “One again I need to recognize the efforts of our entire staff. 
Landing a group of young men of this caliber requires a great 
deal of work. Today is great day to be a Buckeye.” 
 
Juan Broom – RHP – Willoughby Hills, Ohio  
Coach Beals on Broom: “Juan is a fast-twitched athlete on the 
mound. His ability to move his arm quickly through his full 
range of motion bodes well for his future development. We be-
lieve Juan has a very high ceiling and we are excited to be part of 
his development.” 
 
Dillon Dingler – C/INF – North Canton, Ohio  
Coach Beals on Dingler: “Dillon is an athlete. A three-sport let-
terwinner in high school, Dillon’s competitiveness and games-
manship is exactly what we are looking for behind the plate. Dil-
lon’s athleticism, arm strength and physical bat potential will 
have him ready for the college game.” 
 
Luke Duermit –LHP – Fishers, Ind. 
Coach Beals on Duermit: “Luke’s ability to pitch is what attract-
ed us to him. He has good life on his fastball and plus-feel for 
spinning a breaking ball. Luke’s pitch ability and natural move-
ment put him in position to compete at a very high level.” 
 
Seth Lonsway – LHP – Celina, Ohio  
Coach Beals on Lonsway: “Seth is a big-time pitching prospect. 
We are excited for him to be a Buckeye. I see Seth making an 
immediate impact to our pitching staff. Seth has all the physical 
attributes you look for and we like his intangibles just as much. 
This makes for a very promising future.” 
 
Xavier Moore – RHP – Lorain, Ohio  
Coach Beals on Moore: “Xavier is a long and lean athletic guy 
on the mound. He has a very fast arm and tight breaking ball. 
Xavier’s length and athleticism and fast arm are a great combina-
tion for a pitcher. He has a bright future and we are excited to see 
his player development.” 
 
Jake Ruby – OF – Groveport, Ohio  
Coach Beals on Ruby: “Jake is a left-handed outfielder with 
great versatility. He has the speed and arm to play all three spots 
in the outfield. Offensively, his speed fits at the top of the order 
but Jake also possesses enough pop in his bat to hit in the middle 
of the order as well. A state champion quarterback, we are excit-
ed about what Jake brings to our program.”  
 
Alex Theis –  LHP -  New Riegel, Ohio  
Coach Beals on Theis: “Alex is a bulldog competitor, which is 
the most important trait in our pitching staff. His ability to pitch 
with both his fastball and curve makes him very tough. The 
breaking ball will have him ready to compete right away.” 

Join the Diamond Club 

     The Buckeye Diamond Club is an organization com-
prised of Ohio State Buckeye baseball fans, parents and 
former players who support the well-being of the student 
athletes in all phases of their careers at the Ohio State Uni-
versity. 
     The Buckeye Diamond Club assists the baseball program 
by generating the revenues necessary to meet the pro-
gram’s goals during the season and leave in place the 
platform needed for future teams to maintain the tradi-
tion. 
     To become a member of the Buckeye Diamond Club, 
contact the club at Buckeyediamondclub@hotmail.com. 
     Membership is $50.00 per year.  The Ohio State Univer-
sity requires all members to sign a yearly Certificate of 
Compliance.  Without a signed form on record, you will 
not be considered a member of the Buckeye Diamond 
Club. 

Eleven pro Buckeyes are back in town working out getting ready 
for next season.  The eleven are (Pictured) John Kuchno, Ryan 
Riga, Jacob Bosiokovic, Pat Porter, Brad Goldberg, Troy Mont-
gomery, Strength and Conditioning Coach Dean Hansen and 
Ronnie Dawson. Not Pictured: Drew Rucinski, Nick Sergakis, 
Tanner Tully and Michael Horejsei 
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